
 

 

 

NZ RANKS 28th IN END OF CHILDHOOD REPORT  

Media Release: Thursday 31 May 2018, Wellington. 
 
The number of New Zealand children that die before age five has resulted in our country ranking  
28th in a report released today by Save the Children International. 
 
In its second year, End of Childhood Report examines how three key factors – conflict, poverty or 
discrimination against girls – are robbing children of their childhoods around the world.  
 
The report ranks 175 countries where childhood is most and least threatened due to poor health, 
malnutrition, exclusion from education, child labour, child marriage, early pregnancy and extreme 
violence. 
 
New Zealand comes in behind Australia (17), the United Kingdom (22), Poland (25) and Greece 
(27). First place is shared by Singapore and Slovenia.  
 
“While 28th might not sound that bad, New Zealand’s child mortality statistics are appalling. The 
report says that children from the poorest households are, on average twice as likely to die before 

the age of five as children from the richest households. In New Zealand children living in the most 
deprived areas are three times more likely to die than those living in the least deprived areas,” said 
Save the Children NZ CEO Heidi Coetzee. 
 
This statistic from Child and Youth Mortality Review (CYMR) report, published in April this year, 
also found that Maori and Pacific children and young people are more likely to die compared to 
children from other ethnic backgrounds. The report stated that poverty is a key driver in child 
deaths in New Zealand. 
 
New Zealand has the highest teen suicide rate in the OECD. Every year about 10 children are killed 
by a member of their own family and dozens more end up in hospital with serious injuries. Last year, 
police attended about 105,000 domestic violence incidents. Children are present at about 80 per 
cent of all violent incidents in the home. Between July 2016 and July 2017, 13 children aged between 
10 and 14 took their own lives. 
 
“This year marks 25 years since Aotearoa New Zealand ratified the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, according social, cultural, political, economic and participatory rights to all 
children in New Zealand.  Our Government has an obligation to ensure the survival and 
development of every child and that children are protected from all forms of abuse.  
 
“While it’s good that the Government has promised a funding boost of $76.2 million over four years 
for family violence services, more needs to be done to prevent family violence happening in the first 
place with the aim of reducing the number of children harmed each year. All children have the right 
to have a safe, happy and fulfilled childhood.”  
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Editor’s note: For more about the End of Childhood report go to 
https://campaigns.savethechildren.net/end-of-childhood 

https://campaigns.savethechildren.net/end-of-childhood


 
 
About Save the Children NZ 
 
Save the Children works in 120 countries across the world. The organisation responds to 
emergencies and works with children and their communities to ensure they survive, learn and are 
protected. It also provides a voice for New Zealand children through its advocacy programme.  
 
Save the Children NZ currently supports international programmes in Fiji, Cambodia, Bangladesh, 
Laos, Nepal, Indonesia, Thailand, and Mozambique. Areas of work include education and literacy, 
disaster risk reduction, and alleviating child poverty.  

 
 
For more information please visit our website at www.savethechildren.org.nz  or contact: Ally Clelland, 
Communications Specialist, Save the Children NZ, phone 022 531 9514 or email ally.clelland@scnz.org.nz 
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